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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. How did Rav Y echezkel Landau defuse the
controversy surrounding Rav Y onasan Eibeschuetz?

2. Inwhichcitiesdid R. Yechezkel Landau serve asa
Rabbi ?

3. Describe four examples of R. Landau's personal piety.
4. What were the issues surrounding the Cleever Get?

5. Describe the Rabbinic response to the work, "Divrel
Shalom V'Emess'.

This and much more will be addressed in the sixteenth
lecture of this series. "The New Torah Enlightenment: The
Life and Times of the Torah Giants of the Late Eighteenth
Century".

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind, as you listen to the tape and read
through the outline. Go back to these questions once again
at the end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Useit, as well, as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE NEW TORAH ENLIGHTENMENT: THE LIFE AND TIMES
OF THE TORAH GIANTS OF THE LATE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

l. HaRav HaGaon R. Y echezkel Landau: The Early Years
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This tzaddik (saint) was born on the eighteenth of Cheshvan, in the year 5474 (1713) in
the city of Opatow. He was the only child of hisfather, my grandfather, the outstanding
scholar, R. Yehudah Hal evi Landau, of blessed memory, a descendant of a prestigious
family . . . Hiswife, my mother, was equally remarkable, a modest and pious woman, . . .
Chayah, may she rest in Paradise, the daughter of my grandfather, the renowned Gaon,
chasid, and humble, ... R. Elazar, the memory of the righteousisfor ablessing, the Av
Bais Din (head of the Rabbinic court) and Reish Mesivta (head of the yeshiva) of the holy
community of Dubno and its environs. . . . Both of them were descendants of the
luminary of the Diaspora, R. Heschel, the AvBaisDin and Reish Mesivta of the holy
community of Cracow. . . . Our father grew up in an environment of Torah and weadlth . . .
HaRav " Yakovke" (Yaakov), the son of R. Yechezkel Landau, Preface to Noda
BiYhudah
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Since | am a descendant of Rashi, | made a concerted effort to correctly resolve the words
of Rashi. Teshuvas Noda BiYhudah 11 Yoreh Deah 201
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He was blessed with a prodigious mind and he absorbed much of (lit. filled his stomach
with) the Talmud and early authorities. No Divine secret eluded him . . . | heard from the
holy mouth . . . of [HaRav HaGaon] R. Chaim Sanzer [of Brod], of blessed memory,
whom we know was [my father's] study partner in Kabbalah, that [my father] was
proficient in all of the writings of the Arizal and the other works of Kabbalah that are
accepted to be authoritative in this country. His proficiency extended to the Moreh
Nevuchim (the Guide to the Perplexed by Maimonides). But he hid his knowledge of all
of this. Inasimilar vein, the other members of the”  KloiZ' of Brody praised him. . . .
HaRav " Yakovke" (Yaakov), theson of R. Yechezkel Landau, Prefaceto Noda
BiYhudah
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Y ou are mistaken in your understanding of the Zohar. The truth is that we have no
involvement in the mysteries of Kabbalah. | only wish that | would be able to discharge
my obligation to know the Talmud and legal authorities which are necessary to the proper
fulfillment of the Torah. Thisisour life and in it shall wetail. Teshuvas Noda
BiYhudah Il Orach Chaim 109

Il. A Leader and Teacher in Isragl
A. Brody
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When he was twenty years old, he was appointed as the principal dayan, the first in rank
amongst the four heads of the courts which were set up at that time. The judges in these
individual courts were drawn from a pool [of scholars] who served on arotating basis;
the heads, though, were permanent. All of them were wise and discerning, renowned
Gaonim, who hated unjust gain and feared G-d. At that time, [Brody] was a city where
justice reigned. R. Y echezkel stood out amongst them as he settled the grievances and
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adjudicated the issues that divided the people without remuneration or benefit of any
kind, only out of a sense of working on behalf of the honor of the L-rd of Hosts. . . . His
renown spread throughout the world as far as Constantinople and the land of Israel. The
Gaonim of the world and the elder scholars would seek his guidance. . . asis evident
from the many responsa which are preserved in his sefer [Noda BiY hudah] from his early
years. HaRav " Yakovke" (Yaakov), the son of R. Yechezkel Landau, Prefaceto
Noda BiYhudah
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After he became thirty years old, in the year Bemunaso (5505 - 1745), the spirit of
Hashem carried him off to one of the cities, the holy community of Yampol, to publicly
spread Torah. Well qualified disciples from various places would cometo him . . . These
students would in turn eventually go out to spread Torah to others. . . Communities from
all over would ask his advice on how to institute legidation for the spiritual benefit of
their congregants. He would adjudicate between various quarelling parties and hisword
was followed. Thisiswhat went on during his stay in that city. I bid.

[1. The Master Diplomat
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Behold, | haven't come to make a declaration of impurity or to push away but rather to
bring close and to make peace in the world. In such an endeavor al are equally welcome,
the small and the great, the poor and the wealthy. If it were not for the accepted status of
the righteousness of the Gaon, R. Y onasan, and in this regard a scholar is superior to a
prophet upon whose status we rely, based on a straightforward reading of the text, after
some analysis, | would have decreed that the actual amulets that were sent to our lands
from the holy communities of Hamburg and Metz, are the handiwork of someone who
was caught up in the net of the chased [Shabbtai] Tzvi (deer). But to assume him to be
clearly and unequivocally aheretic, is something that we are not capable of, for who has
the power to judge what isin a person's mind. Regarding these amulets, | will state and
not deny the fact that despite all of the praises of the Gaon, [R. Y onasan,] after toiling to
expound, | was not able to explain the [amulets] in away that is not indicative of the
insane ravings [of the followers of Shabbtai Tzvi]. Despite all of this, | am not going to
expound them in away that will cast aspersions upon him, since it is not explicit and
perhaps | don't know how to interpret them or perhaps there is no interpretation [in
human language]. Excuse me for my boldness (lit. the simpleton jumps first (See
Megillah 12b)), but if three distinguished Rabbis of German communities agree to the
following proposal, | will also [humbly] join in with them. | would decree aban and a
curse, similar to that of Y ehoshua ben Nun, for anyone holding these amulets, whether a
man or awoman. From the moment they hear of this curse, they should remove the
amulets from their person and transfer it to the Bais Din. The Bais Din, upon receiving
them should not, G-d forbid, open them and read them, but only bury them in an
earthenware vessel and the matter should be closed. At the very least, from this day and
on, no person should use these amulets. Anyone who violates these words isto be
considered one who makes a breach and will be bitten by [the proverbial] snake. Even
though it is possible that the amulets are untainted and contain nothing that is perverse
and heretical, nonetheless, it is a pitfall for the Jewish community asit lends support to
the believersin Shabbtal Tzvi for they claim him (R. Y onasan) to be one of theirs. They
say, "We have a Rav, an authority upon whom we can rely." By virtue of his exalted
position, they have devised a plan to convert the masses [to their heresy]. . . . [Therefore,
if you successfully carry out the following, the situation can be remedied. A ban should
be pronounced to bury all of the amulets which have been issued by the Gaon] and a ban
should be placed upon the Gaon, R. Y onasan never again to give out any amulets. It
should administered through an oath. . . . [After having complied with these demands,]
the followers of Shabbtai Tzvi will no longer be able to view him as being one of theirs.
We need to be very careful concerning his honor, for his honor isthe very honor of the
Torah itself and the glory of Heaven. G-d forbid for usto think ill of himin any way and
most certainly not to ascribe to that renowned Gaon any hint of heresy nor to demolish
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his Study Hall (yeshiva). Heaven forfend that we should deny his Torah to others. Rather
we should view him as a holy person and with his honor intact, as it always was. They
should seek Torah from his mouth, for there is no sweeter source than his.  Open Letter
from HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau, author of the Noda Biyhudah, to
HaRav HaGaon R. Yonasan Eibeschuetz
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Behold, you should never judge acomplete  tzaddik unfavorably, [even if it means to
strain oneself in order to find an excuse]. Rabbainu Yona of Gerundi, Comm. to Avos
1.6
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Regarding the matter of the Sefer Torah which was written by someone who is an
established follower of Shabbtai Tzvi, may his bones be crushed, [my answer is as
follows:] If he was aready suspect at the time that he wrote it, even though he had not as
yet made his status perfectly clear by a public profession, it is proper to be stringent and
to bury the Sefer, for regarding this accursed sect, we invoke the aphorism, "The final
stateis indicative of the initial state." Whenever someone was suspect of having been a
member of the sect, those who harbored those suspicions were never guilty of the sin of
suspecting an innocent person, (See Shabbos 97a), for it ismy experience that few of
those who were under suspicion, weretotally innocent. If they were not completely
guilty, they were partially guilty.  This applies to those whose alegiance was still
uncertain. This person, however, who reveaed his roots, was unclean from beginning to
end and it should be buried. Y ou should seeto it, however, that it be done without
controversy, asit is stated (Prov. 11:2), "With the modest iswisdom" and (Ecc. 9:17)
"The words of the wise are heard when stated gently." R. Yechezkel Landau to his
disciple, R. Elazar Fleckles, Teshuvas Noda Biyudah, Kuntras Achron 112
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G-d forbid that you should put yourself into such aterribly dangerous situation,
especialy in the light of that which | received from my master, the true Gaon, may
Hashem protect him, regarding these leprous, evil people, that no one was ever guilty of
unjustly suspecting someone [of being afollower of Shabbtai Tzvi], for those who fell
under suspicion were truly hisfollowers. R. Elazar Fleckles, Teshuva M'Ahava 8
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Just asit isimpossible to deny the presence of the sun at noon, so too, it isimpossible to
deny the greatness of his Torah knowledge and his exemplary character.  R. Yechezkel
Landau, in hiseulogy for R. Yonasan Eibeschuetz, 5524 (1764)

IV.  The Chief Rabbi of Prague, Teacher and Protector of his Generation
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... Hestayed in [Yampol] for ten years. . . Before he had reached the age of forty, inthe
year Chukas HaT orah (5554 -1753), he was accepted to bethe  Rav Av BaisDin (Chief
Rabbi, head of the Rabbinic court) and Resh Mesivta and Moreh (head of the Y eshiva
and Rabbinic authority) of the capital city of Prague. [He was very much sought after by
them and] with much endearment was he called to come there from his community of
Yampol; at the beginning of theyear Shira (5555-1754) did he arrive there. . . . He was
humble and al of his words were gently uttered. He accepted the truth, no matter from
whom it came, and would publicly articulate their ideas in his public lectures and give
them due credit. When it came to Hashem's honor, however, he would gird himself with
strength, and would loudly protest and would strike fear [in the hearts] of hislisteners;
his words made an impression. . . . He was abundantly able and willing to respond to all
those who asked him questions concerning the Torah or those who sought his advice. . . .
He was [often] asked to intercede to resolve conflicts which arose in other cities, where
the local halachic authorities had differences of opinion but were willing to submit to his
authority. . . . Through the policies which he instituted, he prevented many from sin and,
through hiswordsof mussar (reproof and ethical teachings), he melted the hardest of
hearts and caused many to repent. HaRav " Yakovke" (Yaakov), theson of R.

Y echezkel Landau, Prefaceto Noda BiYhudah



Series| X 7 Lecture #16

AR YWD TYI AR 77 SN0 M 927 DR KDY AR 077 7Y TN 0V avavnw (2
92y XD 029wm MRt D YOAnw IV Am1 97 onDi DY 95X 71951 w2 an 7 YOKR XY
1°RRR N2 1290 Dy 72950 20 (3P o0 XPWw INIRT TIM0 TV Arwa 7277 ngn 1oy
77902 719793 OnY 2°m INWD DR 7Y 77 7923 PoRa 519720 n1own niva Hvd
APR QY LRDPIIRT YW 2abnn oy 7nb? vap o1 Y51 o°pp Avaax .ivena)
MR PV AW 9RO 77T I AW APR OY L,NAnK Noom PR O 3T Noon
N9V 02 DBTIT RTIY DRPI® /7 3777 937 DY 1I50Am IR 09pYD YRR 7 370

wIn

From the seventeenth of Tamuz until the first of Av, he wouldn't eat anything that came
from aliving creature. From the first of Av until the ninth, he ate only dried bread and
sprinkled it with ashes. He followed that regimen until his old age. Up until hislast years,
he would be up at midnight and lament the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash (the
Temple) and the exile of the Shechina. Throughout the year, summer and winter, he
would rise before dawn and merge the night and day with Torah study and prayer. He set
aside four periods every day to study together with his students. With this group, he
would study one mesechta (tractate) and with that group, another. With this group, he
would study one section of the Shulcah Aruch (Code of Jewish Law) and with that group
yet another. ... HaRav HaGaon R. Elazar Flecklesin one of hiseulogies on HaRav
HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau
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How can | describe him? To whom can | compare him? Even if you can find someone of
his magnitude in Torah, with hisacuity and broad knowledge, he won't be of hislevel in
hisyireh (fear of G-d). Until he reached old age, he never dlept on a bed. Rather, his head
was on the bed on the pillows but his body was outside the bed on chairs. A month would
go by before he would change his clothes, even at night. Until hisold age, he wore sack
cloth on hisflesh. He never missed immersing in the mikveh for keri (seminal emission),
summer or winter. Until his old age, he would study with his students while standing. He
did not sit, even in the synagogue. And even if you could find hisequal in Torah and
yireh, he was without parallel as a speaker, as a preacher, and as a spokesman. Who has
his dialectic ability (See Sanhedrin 106b)? His wisdom and discernment were recognized
by the nations. Who can recount his praises? He was extremely modest. He related well
with humanity in general and with every single person in particular. . . . HaRav HaGaon
R. Elazar Flecklesin one of hiseulogieson HaRav HaGaon R. Y echezkel Landau
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Hiswas sincere in his efforts on behalf of the welfare of the kingdom and the state
without any guile. He felt their pain and he rejoiced in their success, as every
distinguished person saw with his eyes and heard with his ears his beautiful and timely
speeches. . . . With broad understanding and tremendous strength of character, he stood
before princes to beg for mercy for hisflock . . . He performed wonderously when the
city was under siege in the year 5517 (1757). He decided to stay together with the
community and suffer together with them, even though he had the opportunity to flee
right before the city's gates were closed, an option which many of the prestigious
members of the community chose. He stayed like afaithful shepherd and didn't forsake
his flock. He helped them out in many ways, in his campaign to provide for the poor
during the famine and the pressure which he placed upon the merchants to hold down
their prices, and in efforts regarding the draft which was imposed upon the entire
community to buttress the bulwarks and to extinguish the fires which were burning [from
the Prussian bombardment]. HaRav " Yakovke" (Yaakov), the son of R. Y echezkel
Landau, Preface to Noda BiY hudah
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The author, [R. Yechezkel Landau,] is stating the following: It iswell known that in all
of the placesin which | lived, whenever | usually spoke, | admonished and reproved [the
community] to be extremely careful regarding the honor of the nations in which we
currently live, who provide us with protection. We are required to pray on their behalf for
the welfare of their kings, princes, and army, and to pray for the welfare of the state and
its inhabitants. G-d forbid that we should be ungrateful for the goodness which they
bestow upon us; they provide us with alivelihood and enable us to survive. . . . R.
Y echezkel Landau, Prefaceto the Noda BiY huda
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In the year 5533 (1783), afire broke out in the upper part of his house and consumed the
entire building with the exception of hisliving and study area. All of his possessions, his
silver, household goods, clothing, and sacred manuscripts, were ether stolen or
destroyed. He was only saddened, though, for the loss of his many responsa and novellae
on the Tamud and commentaries which were stolen and were not returned. It was at that
time that he decided to publish his works in order to preserve them and to let them be a
source of pleasure for his generation and for generationsto come. In the year 5536
(1776) he published hiswork, Noda BiY huda. HaRav " Y akovke" (Yaakov), the son of
R. Yechezkel Landau, Prefaceto Noda BiYhudah

V. The Cleever Get
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R. Itzik b. R. Lazer Neiburg of Mannheim . . . on hiswedding day sat by the table. . . and
delivered a drasha (a Talmudic discourse). He wasn't able to finish as the [assembled]
interrupted his discourse [with singing] asis customary. . .. On Shabbos Shenkvine (the
Shabbos after the wedding), at night, we walked together to the synagogue. . . In the
morning he got dressed and took out a sum of ninety four Carolines (coins) from his
dowry and left through the gate of the city . . . and hid in the house of a peasant in the
village of Vernheim. On Sunday, on the twelfth of Elul . ..when we came there [and
found him,] . . . hetold usthat al of hislimbswere trembling and a fear of death gripped
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him. . . . We came to our destination, the holy city of Bonn, [to the house of the bride].
On Shabbos, R. Itzik went to the synagogue and was called up to the Torah . . . and made
adonation . . . with joy and generosity. When Shabbos was over, | was called to come to
the house of hisfather-in-law. . . . He spoketo mein private and said, . . . "My friend, R.
Shimon, . . . | want to give a get (divorce document) to my wife. If you don't help me, . . .
sheisgoing to remain [an agunah (adeserted woman)] until her head turnswhite.” . . . |
related thisin the presence of her father and mother and they wept . . . Leah'stearswere
on her cheeks. . . . | asked R. Itzik where he wanted the divorce proceedingsto take
place. He said that since he planned to travel to England through Holland, the closest
place on hisway [where a get could be processed] would be Cleeve. . . . On Tuesday, in
the morning, we arrived in Cleeve. Through the help of the true Helper, the matter was
completed that very same day by the Gaon, the Rav of that community. . . . Testimony of
R. Shimon Copenhagen, Sefer Ohr HaYashar Ch. 1
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Our spirits are very distraught . . . Anyone whose heart has been touched by the fear of
G-disastounded. . . . It isquite evident that this get was madein error . . . The fact that
hesaid. . . that heis compelled to wander to afaraway place. . . isindicative that thisis
an act of insanity caused by anxiety and depression. . . . Certainly we cannot assume that
he recovered in so short a span of time. . . . He should be considered as having been
insane. . . . According to my opinion, there is nothing that we can do to alleviate this
problem. A pronouncement should be made in the synagogue that no man should marry
this woman until the husband returns to his home and is scrutinized to see if heis of
sound mind. At that point, he should once again give her adivorce. HaRav Tevili Hess,
Chief Rabbi of Manheim, Sefer Ohr HaYashar Chap. 2
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It became public knowledge that . . . Yitzchak b. R. Lazer Neiburg of the holy
community of Mannheim . . . on Shabbos day, after the wedding, early in the morning
before davening (the prayer service), in afit of insanity, fled outside the city. . . . After
an investigation, it was found that a certain Gentile had taken him in, after [the groom]
had told him, in hisinsane state, that he would take him to England. . . . He hasjust
divorced hiswife. .. withintwo weeksof hiswedding. . . . It istruly amazing that you
were seduced [into doing such athing]. . . . It must have been that you were not informed
about the eventsthat transpired in Mannheim. . . . But we are now sitting in judgment
regarding the future, for it isincumbent upon his highness.. . . to make a public
announcement . . . in the synagogue that this woman isto still be considered amarried
woman. ... Letter from R. Avraham Abush, Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main to
R. Yisrad Lipschutz, Chief Rabbi of Cleeve, Ohr HaYashar, Chap. 3
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Prince of Torah, . .. my close friend, the great Gaon, . . . R. Avraham .. .| am
beseeching you that you not consider me guilty. . . . On the twenty first of this past Elul,
in the morning, a person from the city of Bonn, together with the aforementioned R.
Yitzchak, cameto me. | didn't see any signs of insanity. His words were like those of any
intelligent person. . . . Even if we wereto assume. . . he wasinsane while hewasin
Mannheim and did all those things .. . . He was completely well at the time of the divorce
proceedings. ... Letter from R. Yisrael Lipschutz, Chief Rabbi of Cleeve, to R.
Avraham Abush, Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main, Ohr HaYashar Chap. 5
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| have seen that the mountains are quaking . . . the kings, the Rabbis are debating with
each other. . . . Some are forbidding [the woman to remarry] and others are allowing
[her to remarry]. . .. Thisisregarding the get that was arranged by one of the teachers
[of Israel] whose name is known throughout the gates. . . Behold, they falsely
besmirched him . . . asif to say that he made a mistake and alowed a married woman
to remarry because her husband who gave the divorce was overcome with insanity
after the marriage on the Shabbos Shenkvine . . . The Rav who arranged the divorce,
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may Hashem protect him, isadamant . . . and hastaken pains. . . to refute their
arguments. ... What can | do? My Father in Heaven has decreed upon me not to
show favoritism. ... Aslong as| am alive, | will not allow a daughter of Y aakov (the
name of the divorcee's father) to become victimized and the Glory of Yisrael (the
name of the Rav who arranged the divorce) to be plundered. . . . The Rav who
arranged the divorce spoke well and in atimely fashion...  Letter from R. Aryeh
Leib, Chief Rabbi of Metz, author of Shaagas Aryeh, Ohr HaY ashar Chap. 56
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... Leah, the daughter of Y aakov, Gantzhoizen, of the holy community of Bonn, who
was divorced from her husband in the holy community of Cleeveinthe BaisDin
(Rabbinic court) of the Gaon, the Chief Rabbi of the city. . . . The scholars of Frankfurt
declared the get to be invalid but the majority of Jewish scholars allowed her to remarry.
| am aso one of those who alows her to remarry. Behold, | swear in public that we
should merit thisyear to be free fromthis  galus (exile) just as thiswoman isfree to
remarry any man with the exception of Kohanimand relatives... HaRav HaGaon R.
Y echezkel Landau in hisd'rashaon Tzom Gedaliah 5527 (1766), Ohr HaY ashar
Chap. 38
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Regarding that which you asked me about the most correct wording of the recitation of
[the formula], " L'shemyichud, " which has recently become widespread and has been
printed in the Sddurim (prayer books), my response to you is, you should have rather
asked meif it is good altogether to say it. According to my opinion, thisis aterrible
sickness which has gripped our generation. Regarding the generations that preceded us,
who were not aware of thisformula and therefore didn't say it, but who toiled their entire
livesin the study of Torah and the fulfillment of the Mitzvos, according to the Torah and
the hal achic authorities, whose words issue forth from the source of living water, the sea
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of the Talmud, the verse (Prov. 11:3), "The integrity of the upright shall guide them,"
should be applied. These are the people who made a significant impact upon the Upper
World, and concerning whom it can be said that their kindness reaches above the
Heavens. (See Pesachim 50b) [ The members of] our generation, however, who have
forsaken Hashem's Torah and the source of the living waters, the two Talmuds, i.e. Bavli
and Y erushalmi, and gone on to hew out broken cisterns and in their arrogance have the
temerity to say, "l am the Seer and to me have the gates of Heaven opened and because of
me isthe world sustained,” are the destroyers of the generation. Regarding this orphaned
generation do | say (compare Hoshea 14:10), "The ways of Hashem are upright. In them
do the righteous walk and the Hasidim stumble." | have alot to say about this matter, but
just asthereisa mitzva to say that which is going to be accepted, itisa mitzva to refrain
from saying something which is not going to be accepted. May Hashem have pity upon
us. HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau, Noda BiY hudah, Yoreh Deah, Madurah
Kamma, Tesh. 93

VIl. TheBiur of Moses Mendelssohn

A. Altona: "The Provincial Chief Rabbi here has proclaimed a ban on anyone who
will read the trandation of the Books of Moses composed by Mr. Moses M endel ssohn of
Berlin." Hamburger Korrespondent, July 17, 1779

B. [Thetrandation isto be] afirst step toward culture, from which my nation is, alas,
kept at such adistance that one might almost despair of the possibility of an
improvement. M oses M endelssohn, L etter to August von Hennings, June 29, 1779
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[R. Shlomo of Dubno] began to print hisintroduction [to his commentary to Exodus
(Sh'mos) which would appear at] the beginning of the book but it wasn't completed as
another spirit came over him. | don't know what happened to him as he forsook me and
went back to his native country. M oses M endelssohn, Preface to his Biur
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[HaRav HaGaon R. Naftali Hertz, Chief Rabbi of Dubno,] passed through Berlin and
rebuked me by applying to me the verse, "Because you joined together with Achaziah,
G-d will destroy your works" (Chronicles 11 20:37), because | was participating with
those who, according to the communication he received from the Rabbanim of Prague
and Hamburg, are people whose sole thoughts are to uproot the Oral Law. . .. | then
removed myself from Berlin and | am no longer together with them in their project (lit.
covenant). ... Itistruethat some of the people who became involved in thiswork . . .
are people who are suspect of having totally removed from themselves the yoke of Torah.
Regarding such people, the words of the following verse can truly and rightfully be
applied, "Remove yourselves, | beg you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch
nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins. (Numbers 16:26) L etter from
R. Shlomo of Dubno to R. Wolf Heidenheim, Sivan, 1789
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When [R. Shlomo of Dubno] was about to print his work in the holy community of
Berlin, he sent me aletter and asked me to give him an approbation. | didn't reply [to his
request] because the work was an amalgam of sacred and profane, for he had attached to
the Torah an elucidation in aforeign tongue which the author referred to as being merely
a Targum Ashkenaz (a Germanic trandation). We are fearful that this translation will be
a stumbling block for Jewish youth and will cause a cessation of Torah studies. That is
the reason | refrained from giving my approbation. Afterwards, however, they disbanded
and the scholar, R. Shlomo of Dubno, left before completing his commentary to the last
three books of the Torah. At present, there are many upright individuals who desire that
he print his commentary, which is free from impurities and wholly sacred, as it was given
at Sinal, with great precision, free from any errors, which he composed on al of the five
books of the Torah, together with hiswork, Tikun Sofrim, which was composed on al of
the sections of the Torah, together with  Targum Onkelus and Rashi's commentary. . . .
HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau, Approbation to R. Shlomo of Dubno's
commentary to the Torah
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VIII. Naftali Hertz Wessely and the Edict of Tolerance

A. ... | amfar from reacting as favorably as you to the mood of tolerance so
prevalent in all our newspapers. Aslong as the proponents of a unification system
continue to lurk in the background, this falsely glittering, tinseled tolerance seems to me
more dangerous than open persecution. Unless | am mistaken, the devious notion that
kindness and tolerance rather than harshness and persecution constitute the best means to
achieve conversion has already been mentioned in Montesquieu's  Lettres persanes. And
it ismy impression that our time is dominated by this principle rather than by wisdom
and brotherly love. . .. Moses M endelssohn, Letter to Herz Homberg March 1, 1784,
Gesammelte Schriften Volumel 1l p. 361
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The TorasHaAdam (the study of the "Torah" common for all humanity i.e. generd
studies) takes precedence in time to the [study of] the higher Divine statutes. .. The
[study of] Toras HaAdam will prepare the person to eventually excel in the higher
[Torah] studies. . . The Divine statutes and His Torah are much loftier than the Toras
HaAdam. ...Wherethe TorasHaAdam ends doesthe Divine Torah begins. It informs
us of matters which are not within the grasp of any human. Naftali Tzvi (Hartwig)
Wessely, Divrei Shalom V'Emess pp. 5, 9, 62
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If the [school administration] judges the pupil to be unfit for the study of Mishna or
Talmud . . . then he will go on to study one of the professions or trades that he finds
satisfying. He should increase histime, [instead,] in the study of Scriptureand ~ Mussar
(religious ethics). . . . Through this manner, everyone will be successful, each person
according to his ability and [future] profession. . . . Those who are also successful in the
study of Talmud . . . will become the great Torah scholars of theland. . . . through their
broad understanding, they will gain a clear understanding of the various subjects of the
Tamud. . . . [After al,] not everyone is designed to become a Tadmudic scholar. . . .
Naftali Tzvi (Hartwig) Wessely, Divrel Shalom V'Emess pp. 33-35
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| have seen, however, . . . Wessealy's quote of Moses [Mendelssohn] of Dessau, and now |
realize that al who judged him harshly were correct. [By his statement,] he has publicly
made a pronouncement that he has no portion in the G-d of Israel nor in hisTorah . . . and
that heis a heretic and an informer, guilty twice over. Letter from HaRav HaGaon R.
Y echezkel Landau, Chief Rabbi of Pragueto Rav Hirsch Levin, Chief Rabbi of
Berlin, Sivan 5542 (1782)
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This heretic (Wessely), may his name and memory beblotted, . . . anevil, . ..
unscrupulous person . . . and an enemy [of the Jewish peopleg]. . . . Never has an enemy
like that arisen from amongst the Jewish people [who has been so brazen as to] remove
any pretense of shame from his face and to write, sign, and testify against himself that he
hasno part in G-d or hisTorah. . . . | have publicly degraded him by name and [stated
that heis] cursed, damned, and utterly cut off from the community of Israel. . . . Anyone
who banishes him and treats him like an abomination will be blessed by Heaven. Letter
from HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau, Chief Rabbi of Pragueto a Rav of the
community of Vienna
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| see the evil perpetrated by that flatterer and evil one, impoverished of mind, the greatest
of ignoramuses, whose nameis Hertz Wessely from the holy community of Berlin, who
published a pamphlet [filled with] slick and polished statements offering advice to the
wise and discerning, to the unblemished and perfect, asif he were the most outstanding
[sage] of hisgeneration. . . . | felt very consoled upon hearing from reliable sources that
in the holy city of Vilna, the great city unto G-d, they burned this work in the town
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square, after having it first hung by the iron neck chain (which is used to humiliate
criminals) in the courtyard of the synagogue. . .. HaRav HaGaon R. David Tevli,
Chief Rabbi of Lissa, from the d'rasha (sermon) delivered on Shabbos HaGadol,
1782
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| have heard that many holy communities have burned these works; in Vilna, they burned
them in public view. Meritorious before the Master, the holy King, is the portion of those
who are jealous on behalf of the L-rd of hosts. Drasha (sermon) of R. Pinchas Hurvitz,
Chief Rabbi of Frankfurt am Main
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While we were till rgjoicing [over the  Toleranzedikte (Edict of Tolerance) issued by
Emperor Joseph |1 of Austria, we received] written reports from the cities of Vilnaand
Prague that our brethren were sitting and crying and declaring a day of fasting, for [they
considered it to be] atime of distress. . . . When this pamphlet, [Divrei Shalom V'Emess,]
reached Prague, [R. Y echezkel Landau] went and came out publicly against it in the
synagogue with language as sharp as a honed razor. He aso opposed the translation of
our beloved friend, R. Moshe [Mendelssohn], may G-d protect him. . . . The [Rabbinic
opposition] wrote polemic attacks against it and sent it to all the Jewish communities of
Germany and Poland. . . . The fury of the Rabbanim has reached tremendous proportions,
as they [publicly] burned our pamphlet. The Rav of Lissa, [R. Dovid Tevli,] expounded
ina drasha [sermon] on Shabbos that the pamphlet needs to be burned and the other
works that | composed need to be put away in hiding. . . . There are three [chief]
opponents. One is the Rav of Posen, [HaRav HaGaon R. Y osef,] the son-in-law of the
Chief Rabbi of Prague, [R. Y echezkel Landau]. The second is the chief Rabbi of Lissa,
[R. Dovid Tevli], and thethird is a person who livesin Vilnaby the name of R. Eliya
HaChasid. These are the ones who wrote letters filled with hostility and rage to the Chief
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Rabbi of thiscity, [R. Tzvi Hirsch Levin]. . . . without specifically detailing what wrongs
they found in our pamphlet; they only said that it is my desire to destroy and uproot al of
the house of Israel through these means. Letter sent by R. Naftali Tzvi Wessely to the
heads of the Jewish community of Trieste, 23th of lyar, 5542 (1782)
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Rashi explains the phrase, (Berachos 28b) Keep your children away from higayon, as
follows: Don't accustom them excessively to the study of Scripture because it has the
power to draw them[away]. In my humble opinion, it seems that thisis because
Scripture is aso the subject of study by heretics who study it for its language just as they
would study other languages, and if you only concentrate on your child's education in the
field of Scripture, you may well take for him ateacher who is from their circles, for they
also know how to teach Scripture, which will lead him to be drawn towards their
perverted beliefs. Thisismost certainly the casein our own generation in which the
German trandlation [of Scriptureby Mendelssohn] has been widely distributed and
hasdrawn [them] to read the works of Gentiles [in German] in order to enable them
to gain expertisein their language. Thisiswhy [R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus] admonished
[his disciples]. Rather one should train his child in the ways of Torah and place them
between the knees of Torah scholars. Even while they are young, while they are studying
Scripture, take for them ateacher whoisa  talmid chacham [Torah scholar,] who will
immediately accustom him as well to the study of Mishna and Talmud. Thisis something
that needs to be desperately addressed in our generation, for this has become very
widespread. May Heaven have mercy upon us. HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel L andau,
Chief Rabbi of Prague, Tzion L'Nefesh Chayah, Berachos 28b
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It wasmy desire. . . to return to my homeland (Poland), for although there are many who
remain G-d fearing, terrified to violate His commandments, there has recently been an
increase in the numbers of the ignorant who are on the fringes of the community who are
lax in their G-dly duties and transgress that which isforbidden and are guilty of
abominations. Besides that which my eyes beheld, did my ears hear . . . Behold, your
honors. . . prevailed upon me. . . . They said that it would be better for me to stay with
them and even if the situation does not improve. . . at least it won't get worse. . . . | said
that timewill tell. . . . | had hoped to produce grapes (fine disciples) but on the contrary
... There has newly come [peopl€] . . . whose whole amibition is to remove the crown of
Israel. . .. And now, what reason is there for me to remain here. . .. R. Tzvi Hirsh
Levin, Chief Rabbi of Berlin, Letter of resignation

J.

IR INARWTY WHIT NIRXD NNdII2 "117°D” DD %2 @B5R nNw nnYPRNa NITaca

*HND1 ,N1T°T NN DR VY >l "2oWAR Sw AR 717 On° 0D TIva 0IXRT NN
111 'Y 79°71X 1N ”'[10573?3 wn”3a XA 5T 77

Judaism survived for thousands of years without having to come on to [Mendelssohn's]
work, Phaedon, to prove the existence of the soul and its survival after death, while just
one generation of "Haskalah" (Enlightenment) was enough to undermine the bulwark of
Judaism. Naftali Tzvi (Hartwig) Wessely

[X. The End of an Era
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The author of the Responsa Noda BiY huda and the Sefer Tzion L'Nefesh Chayah, the
renowned Rav R. Y echezkel b. HaRav HaGadol R. Y ehudah Segal Landau, the Av Bais
Din and Rosh Mesivta of the holy community of Prague, passed away on Monday, the
seventeenth of lyar, 5553 (1793). May his soul be bound up in the bond of life.
Inscription on the gravestone of HaRav HaGaon R. Yechezkel Landau
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[R. Yechezkel Landau] was the most outstanding halachic authority of his generation.
Hashem was with him, for he was accurate in al hisrulings and never failed to reach the
correct decision in al of hishalachic rulings. Testimony of HaRav HaGaon R. Shneur
Zalman of Ladi
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If R. Yechezkel Landau were still alive with us, | would have bent down and sat (lit.
rolled) under the table to be with him, for all of hisintentions were solely for the sake of
Heaven and the level of his sanctity and righteousness was astounding. HaRav HaGaon
R. Chaim Halberstam of Sanz



